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From its foundation in 330 CE to the year 1000,
the Byzantine Empire stood as a formidable force
in history. 

Emerging from the remnants of the Eastern Roman
Empire, Byzantium, with its capital in
Constantinople, developed a rich and distinctive
cultural identity. 

The Byzantine Empire is celebrated for its
contributions to art, particularly its religious
mosaics, frescoes, and architecture. Masterpieces
like the Hagia Sophia, with its grand dome and
stunning mosaics, epitomize the empire's artistic
legacy. 

This period saw the flourishing of a unique artistic
culture that blended classical traditions with
Christian iconography, influencing both the
religious and cultural landscapes of the medieval
world.

The museum reflects the strong Byzantine
tradition of mosaics. However, figurative
religious art, including in the form of
mosaics, was prohibited between 726 and
842. When the ban was lifted the splurge of
gold and colour in the mosaics spoke
volumes for the relief felt by the ban’s
opponents. 

The exhibition features 38 mosaics, six of
which are in private collections. The
remained have been selected from 14
churches, synagogues and museums
located in seven different countries. 

THE EXHIBITION
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Hagia Sofia, Istanbul, Turkey

FEATURED IN THE EXHIBITION

MOSAIC - THREE SAINTS 
In the majestic Hagia Sophia, three surviving
mosaics depict St. John Chrysostom, St.
Ignatius of Antioch, and St. Ignatius of
Constantinople, gazing down from above the
nave. Originally part of a group of twelve
Byzantine-era mosaics, they offered spiritual
presence and inspiration to worshippers. n the
19th century, Italian restorers painted over the
restored surfaces, inadvertently trapping 

MOSAIC
Rotunda, Thessaloniki, Greece

The mosaic that adorns the Rotunda in Thessaloniki,
Greece, is one of the earliest in Christian art. This
exquisite mosaic features vibrant depictions of
peacocks and pears, symbolizing immortality and
paradise. The intricate artistry and rich colours reflect
early Byzantine craftsmanship, blending classical
motifs with Christian symbolism. This mosaic
exemplifies the period's luxurious and spiritually
significant decorative art.

moisture that weakened the mosaics’ adhesion.
Most were lost as a result. Today, only three
remain—a poignant reminder of Hagia Sophia’s
layered history and the fragility of its artistic
legacy. Despite the damage, these mosaics
continue to inspire awe, offering a rare glimpse
into the devotional and artistic grandeur of
Byzantine Constantinople.
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MOSAIC
Beth Alpha Synagogue, Israel

The Beth Alpha Synagogue, built in the 6th century in
Israel, is renowned for its stunning mosaic floor. This
mosaic features intricate designs, including a zodiac
wheel, biblical scenes, and symbolic motifs like the Ark
of the Covenant.

The artwork blends Jewish religious themes with Greco-
Roman artistic influences, showcasing the cultural and
spiritual life of the Jewish community during the
Byzantine period.

MOSAIC OF THE VIRGIN
AND CHILD
Hagia Sophia, Istanbul, Turkey
The Mosaic of the Virgin and Child, completed
in 867 CE, adorns the apse of Hagia Sophia in
Istanbul. This significant work marks the end
of the Iconoclasm period, celebrating the
restoration of religious imagery. It includes an
inscription: "The images which the impostors
had cast down, here pious emperors have set
up again." However, there had previously not
been a mosaic in the apse. Depicting the
Virgin Mary holding the Christ Child, the
mosaic features intricate gold and vibrant
colours, symbolizing divine light and
emphasizing the importance of Mary in
Byzantine spirituality.
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SOUTHWEST VESTIBULE Hagia Sophia, Istanbul, Turkey.

The mosaic over the Southwest Vestibule of Hagia Sophia (c. 1000 CE) depicts Christ Pantocrator
flanked by the Virgin Mary and John the Baptist in a Deesis composition. Below, Emperor
Constantine I presents a model of Constantinople, and Emperor Justinian I offers a model of Hagia
Sophia. Set against a gold background, the mosaic showcases Byzantine artistry, highlighting
divine and imperial authority with intricate detailing and vibrant colours.

Click here or go to 
https://silkroadvirtualmuseum.com to enter the Museum
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